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SUBJECT: WORKPLACE VIOLENCE PREVENTION POLICY STATEMENT

Overview

The District is committed to the safety and security of its employees. Workplace violence presents
a sapplicable _
documents; and for assisting in maintaining a safe and secure work environment.

This policy was developed in consultation with the authorized employee representative(s) and is
designed to meet the requirements of New York State Labor Law.

Definitions

For purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply:

a)

b)

d)

"Authorized employee representative” means an employee authorized by the employees or
the designated representative of an employee organization recognized or certified to
represent the employees pursuant to Article 14 of the Civil Service Law, the Public
Employees' Fair Employment Act.

"Imminent danger" means any conditions or practices in any place of employment which are
such that a danger exists which could reasonably be expected to cause death or serious
physical harm immediately or before the imminence of the danger can be eliminated through
the enforcement procedures.

"Retaliatory action" means the discharge, suspension, demotion, penalization, or
discrimination against any employee, or other adverse employment action taken against an
employee in the terms and conditions of employment.

"Serious physical harm™ means physical injury which creates a substantial risk of death, or
which causes death or serious and protracted disfigurement, protracted impairment of health,
or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any bodily organ or a sexual offense as
defined in Penal Law.

"Serious violation" means a serious violation of the public employer workplace violence
prevention program is the failure to:

1. Develop and implement a program;
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g) Anindividual who has a personal relationship with an employee.
Prohibited Conduct

The District prohibits workplace violence and will not tolerate violence, threats of violence, or
intimidating conduct in the workplace.

Workplace Violence Prevention Advisory Committee

The District will establish a Workplace Violence Prevention Advisory Committee that will meet
periodically throughout the year. The purpose of the Workplace Violence Prevention Advisory
Committee is to assist the District in coordinating its efforts to comply with its responsibilities related
to workplace violence prevention, including overseeing the development and maintenance of the
District's Workplace Violence Prevention Program (WVPP).

The Workplace Violence Prevention Advisory Committee will include:

a)  The Workplace Violence Prevention Coordinator;

b)  All authorized employee representatives;

c)  The Chief Emergency Officer.

It may also include one or more representatives from the following groups:

a)  District-wide school safety team;

b)  The building level emergency response team(s);

c) District/building administrators;

d) Teachers, including at least one special education teacher; and

e)  Other District staff.

Workplace Violence Prevention Coordinator

The District has designated the Superintendent to serve as its Workplace Violence Prevention
Coordinator.

(Continued)
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The Workplace Violence Prevention Coordinator convenes and coordinates the activities and plans
of the Workplace Violence Prevention Advisory Committee. The Workplace Violence Prevention
Coordinator is also responsible for answering employee questions about this policy and related
materials, as well as receiving workplace violence incident reports.

Authorized Employee Representatives

Authorized employee representatives will participate on the Workplace Violence Prevention
Advisory Committee. Other responsibilities of the authorized employee representatives include, but are

not limited to:
a) Participating in the development and implementation of this policy.
b)  Evaluating the physical environment.
c) Developing the WVPP.
d) Reviewing workplace violence incident reports at least annually to identify trends in the
types of incidents reported, if any.
e) Reviewing the effectiveness of the mitigating actions taken.

f)

Reporting violations of the District's WVPP.
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Written notice is not required where imminent danger exists to the safety of a specific employee
and the employee reasonably believes in good faith that reporting to a supervisor or the Workplace
Violence Prevention Coordinator would not result in corrective action.

After the District receives notice, the District will be afforded a reasonable opportunity to correct
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Workplace Risk Evaluation and Developing a Workplace Violence Prevention Program (WVVP)

The District will engage in a process of workplace evaluation designed to identify the risks of
workplace violence to which employees could be exposed.

The District will then develop and implement a written WVPP to prevent, minimize, and respond
to any workplace violence. The Workplace Violence Advisory Committee, which includes all
authorized employee representatives, will oversee and participate in the development of the WVPP.
During the development process, the authorized employee representative(s) will provide input on those
situations in the workplace that pose a threat of workplace violence.

The WVPP will include the following:

a)
b)

f)

A list of the risk factors identified in the workplace evaluation.

The methods the District will use to prevent incidents of workplace violence. Examples
include, but are not limited to:

1. Making high-risk areas more visible to more people;

2 Installing good external lighting;

3. Using drop safes or other methods to minimize cash on hand;

4.  Posting signs stating that limited cash is on hand,

5. Providing training in conflict resolution and nonviolent self-defense responses; and

6.  Establishing and implementing reporting systems for incidents of aggressive behavior.

A hierarchy of controls to which the program will adhere as follows: engineering controls,
work practice controls, and personal protective equipment (PPE).

The methods and means by which the District will address each specific hazard identified in
the workplace evaluation.

A system designed and implemented by the District to report any workplace violence
incidents that occur in the workplace. The reports must be in writing and maintained for the
annual program review.

A written outline or lesson plan for employee program training.

(Continued)
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g) A plan for program review and update on at least an annual basis. This review and update
will detail any mitigating steps taken in response to any incident of workplace violence.



